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sons whose friendship count. Brad-
dock’s last sketech in the FRAT says
only FOUR deaf folks attained death-
less immortality in the 20-volume “Dic-
tionary of American Biography,” pub-
lished in 1928: Laurent Clerc, James
Nack, Albert Newsam, and Laura Red-
den Searing. What about Tilden, Gib-
son, Veditz, Booth and others? There’s
important work to be done, and YOUR
own NAD is the organization to do
it; have YOU paid your annual dues
yet, or are you a disloyal slacker?

N. Y. POST, July 17, had double-column
“Deaf Not Troubled in Sports” feature article
by Major Adrian Tainsley, coach of Fanwood.
Extols some of our greatest athletes, including

Taylor, Gamblin, Berlenbach, Crichton, Rattan,
MecFaul, Foltz, Burns, Hubbard, Fox, ete.

DIV. NOTES—Could be pepped up
—still, it is hard to be witty without
hurting feelings, and not for worlds
would we fraters purposely grieve
some fine fellow just to be funny. . ..
Hartford Div. gives profits of August
outing to its school, “in thankful ap-
preciation for all it did for us.” Ap-
preciation is a rare jewel. . . . Miss
Irene Shaw married C. Morgan of KC;
isn’t that the peach we wise judges
selected Queen of Beauty in ’35?
(Thereby making 9,999 enemies, and
one friend. Never again!) . ... “To-
ronto Trumpeter” is mimeographed di-
vision newspaper of ’39 convention
city. . Tom Gray calls me ‘“the
spotlight dancer.” 1 sure ‘“danced”
all right—to evade Francini’s flying
fists. “No fool like an old fool,” you
know.

Fifth World Congress of Deaf, Paris, July
31 to Aug. 6, had delegate sent by Canadian
government! United States only representation
was Supt. Skyberg of Fanwood, and wife; at
their own expense. May 24 Senator Royal Cope-
land introduced Senate Joint Resolution num-
ber 150, providing sum of $1000 and authorizing
President Roosevelt to appoint some member
of NAD as delegate to Paris; delegate so ap-
pointed to make report to President Roosevelt.
Introduced at urging of NAD sec’y Sedlow; but
never passed. (Yet this most aggressive sec’y

the NAD has known in ages, failed of reelection.
Strange world, buddy!)

OWLS—1In its 48 years of existence,
this woman’s sorority of Gallaudet Col-
lege has never revealed to outsiders
just what the letters mean; met in my
dump, 36 strong, the night of the Ft.
Dearborn Massacre. Cream of the
crop, those Gallaudet girls. To bright,
ambitious young men with meager ed-
ucational advantages, I can give no
better advice than to marry a splendid,
cultured, Gallaudet coo-ed. If they
can’t help you climb the ladder of suec-
cess, nobody can. (I ought to know;
I married one I met at a NAD conven-
tion.)

KNOW Alumnae OWLS have three Scholar-
ship Funds of $1000 each, interest awarded
most deserving co-eds? Dean Elizabeth Peet’s
report so indicates: ‘“Worry over financial con-
ditions, deters—scholastically and spiritually.
Home conditions of Miss Z— necessitate sup-
porting herself, and also helping her mother.
Other scholarship awarded Miss Y—, a Cana-
dian, working all her summer vacations to put
herself through college. Owing to U. S. immi-
gration laws, students from a foreign country
are not permitted to earn money while IN col-
lege, so Miss Y— cannot avail herself of any
work during collegiate year.” Miss Peet, last
of a long line of illustrious educators of the
deaf, rates as one of Spotlight’s “Dream Idols,”
alongside Joan of Arc. Those ‘“Peet-Products’
are rare treasures; if you young bachelors don’t
grab for one, you are cheating yourself!

THE FRAT

Convention Procedure

BY ARTHUR G. LEISMAN

HE recent N.A.D. convention has

left myself, and doubtless others,
with the disturbing feeling that little
was accomplished in a business way and
that much valuable time was squan-
dered through lack of orderly parlia-
mentary procedure. It is highly prob-
able that if committee reports, includ-
ing proposed changes in the by-laws,
had been mailed to members in ample
time prior to the convention, the con-
fusion which was present could have
been avoided, and with better par-

.liamentarian maneuver things could

have been expedited.

The one saving grace, in my opin-
ion, was the opportunity to ‘hear”
highly interesting papers. Lack of
time, it is to be regretted, prevented
more wholesome discussion of those
subjects so vital to the deaf world.

However, “it’s an ill wind, etc.,”
and we can expect an impressive im-
provement at the next N.A.D. meeting.
All honor to those valiant enough to
shoulder the thankless burden.

But there are phases that need an-
alysis. The two bugbears in any con-
vention session are (a) unfamiliarity
with the by-laws and with rules of or-
der, and (b) individual desire for per-
sonal glory, presumably motivated by
the very human idea that getting one’s
name in the proceedings is sole proof
to the home folks that he was there in
the thick of the fight. This is scarce-
ly pardonable if his piece conflicts with
the motion in order or is a mere dupli-
cation of previous arguments.

Because of the limited time assigned
to business sessions, such desires should
be sacrificed for the good of the work
on hand. Obviously the fellow who
has something constructive to say pro
or con should not be denied the floor,
but the parasites (pardon the expres-
sion) who ride along in his wake sole-
ly for the chance of self-aggrandize-
ment hinder rather than help matters.

At best it is difficult to please every-
one. The floor offers an outlet for
pent-up feelings or personal opinions.
The right of a member for a hearing
cannot be challenged, provided, of
course, he is not out of order. But
there is room for improvenient, and
such improvement is obtainable large-
ly in modesty and sacrifice in favor of
the common weal of the mass.

The two previous N.F.S.D. con-
claves which I attended were not with-
out some of the difficulties above enu-
merated. It is largely with the thought
of obliviating these hindrances as
much as possible at the Toronto con-
vention that I would like more stress
on this subject.

The most popular brother in any
Division may turn out to be a poor
delegate, unless he has fortified him-
self with a knowledge of the by-laws,
rules of order, and deviations from
order. Harmony at a convention,
while desirable, is secondary in im-
portance only to familiarity with par-
liamentary procedure; the ultimate

—
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vote rules. But personal motives are
like monkey wrenches thrown into
the gears that ground out the precious
minutes of the incredibly short period
of time assigned to the business on
hand.

Members desiring to attend the Tor-
onto meeting can help immeasurably
by practicing at home what they in-
tend to do on the main floor. A copy
of Robert’s Rules of Order and a di-
gest of local and grand by-laws help
materially to mold a good parliamen-
tarian. Of him there is a decided
scarcity. And too often he is ham-
pered by the insistence of a show on
the part of those who, for all they have
to say, could save valuable time by
remaining seated.

Let us learn by our mistakes. Let
us forego the temptations of the big
“IL.” In our local Divisions let us
stick to correct procedure with the
sole aim of improving the welfare of
all and ultimately sending the right
men to Toronto—the well-qualified
men who know what it is all about and
who know what to do and what NOT
to do. Let us have a floor leader at
our Division meetings, with the aid of
whom business can be properly trans-
acted and with dispatch.

Perhaps in this humble suggestion
you will discover the reason why if in
the past your meetings have been in
the main as forlorn and colorless as
a bleached dishrag.

N.F.S.D. Forever

By ALFRED C. NORTHROP

OW, I’ll tell you an old story,
One you've never heard before:;
One that’s wreathed in simple glory;
One that rings from shore to shore!

Probably no one has told it,
Like as not, because you see,
Not by words do men unfold it—

They who know N. F. 8. D.

And those letters, four, are sacred;
They are locked within the heart

For they blot out all the hatred—
All unworthy thoughts depart.

It is truly such a blessing
To adhere to friendship, rare.

Friend, I knew I had you guessing,
But I'll lay the secret bare.

N. F. S. D. is a highway
That is broad and clean and free!
Come the deaf from many a byway,
Symbol of fraternity.
Not by words so glibly spoken
Do they scothe a friend in need,

But the yoke of gloom is broken
By a smile, and silent deed.
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O BRAG little—to show
well—to crow gently if in
luck—to pay up, to own up and
to shut up, if beaten, are the

virtues of a sporting man.
—Oliver Wendell Holmes.
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