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Just Once a Month
Vol. XXIV, No.l Kendall Rehooj Washington, D. CL

WILLIAM G. pjCH

PICNIC HONORING 
WILLIAM RICH

By Mr. Roy Stewart
Near the Kendall School build­

ing is the finest grove of elms on 
Kendall Green. It has become a 

favo比e place for happy gather- 
i고臥* There the Kendall School 
hokk its out-door exercises, the 
瓦이,山 11 Alumni its reunions, and 
the x. F. 8. D. its Fourth of 
퍼기denies. It was there, on July 
23, the Kendall alumni held
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a surprise party in honor of Wil- Mrs. Rich was with him. They
Ham Rich on his seventy-sixth 
birthday—-William having been 
janitor of the Kendall School for 
56 years, starting in at the age of 
twenty. He is still hale and hearty 
and brimming over with remini­

came under the impression they 
were attending a party in honor of 
Dr. Hall—William having already 
given the crafty Jack one dollar to 
help the party alongT Imagine his 
surprise when he found it was all 
for hint-scences.

. The idea of honoring Mr. Rich 
was broached at the N. F. 8. D. 
picnic on July 2. It spread like a 
prarie fire and in less than no time 
a committee consisting of Wallace 
Edington, president of the alumni, 
Esther Culverwell, Jack Craven, 
and Ellen Stefwart was formed. 
They got in Craven’s car and start­
ed hunting for the secretary of 
the Kendall alumni. Finding him 
near 8th Street and Florida Ave., 
on his way home, they told him to 
get in the car and come along. 
Then they drove around to Princi­
pal Craig’s house where they 
found him engaged in a heated 
game of croquet. Mr. Craig liked 
the idea as much as they did and 
told them to go ahead. So by sun­
down the small committee had 
about been expanded to a com­
mittee of the whole and $50 had 
been pledged as a gift to Mr. Rich.

Along came July 23 and what 
a beautiful day it turned out to be! 
The alumni and friends of Mr. 
Rich were there in full force. The 
matter of bringing about William’s 
presence was left to the crafty Jack 
Craven. He was there on time and 

The addresses were few, brief, 
and to the point. Mr. Rich’s fai­
thfulness to duty, his gentleman- 
] in ess and unfailing courtesy were 
tressed. President Edington made 
the presentation address and was 
followed by Dr. Elizabeth Peet. 
Secretary Stewart conveyed to Mr. 
Rich Dr. Hall’s regrets that cir­
cumstances forced him to be away 
from Kendall Oreen on that day. 
The sum of $76 was presented to 
Mr. Rich. Several days after the 
23rd $40 more was given him, mak- 
ing $116 in all.

Mr. Rich responded, expressing 
his happiness over the gift He re­
lated some of his reminiscences that 
have accumulated during his stay 
on the Green. He told of having 
been there before the houses on 
Faculty Row, and the Gym, were 
built. He said that back of the 
stable, where Mr. Fowler kept his 
faithful dobbin and Dr. Gallaudet 
his coach horses, was a duck pond 
with real live ducks swimming on 
its surface. This writer does not 
remember the pond but he does re­
call that Douglas Craig had rooms 
above the stable and he used to call
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on him there to listen to his stories 
of old Kendall Green. 쇼t that time 
Douglas had gone into business in 
the yard surrounding the stable. 
He converted it into a rabbit war­
ren and a guinea pig farm. This 
was in the interest of thrift on 
Douglas’ part and a desire to sup­
ply the public with pets and the 
medical profession with rabbits and 
guinea pigs with which to experi­
ment for the purpose of advancing 

' health. But as time went on Dr.
Gallaudet found it necessary to 
argue Douglas out of the business 
in the interest of peace on Kendall 
Green.

Following the presentation the 
afternoon turned out to be one of 
those impromptu Kendall alunmi 
reunions we all enjoy so much. 
A. picture exhibit. had been ar­
ranged and folks flocked around 
it like honey bees over a patch of 
crimson clover.

Along with the $76 Mr. Rich 
was given a list containing the 
names of those who had contrib­
uted. Dr. and Mrs. Hall and Prin­
cipal and Mrs. Craig were among 
the first to contribute.

Among those who attended the 
picnic given in honor of Mr. Wil­
liam Rich, July 23, were：

Mr. and Mrs. Sam B. Craig, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wallace D. Edington, 

Viola 쇼. Servold, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas A. Hicks, Mr. and Mrs J 
B. Eskin, Mr. Warren Blackwell, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Carr (Isa­
belle Long), Mr. and Mrs. Wasil 
Simero (Rosie Norcia), Mr. and 
Mrs. Simon Alley, Mrs. Laura R. 
Bryant, Mrs. William Lowell, Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Beavers, Miss 
Helen Beavers, Mr. and Mrs. C. C. 
Sullivani, Mrs. Rose Bond Hough, 
Air. Jacob Manoogian, Miss Nellie 
Gentry, Mr. and Mrs. Florence V. 
Neal, Wss Elizabeth Peet, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Kline, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morton W. Galloway, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. 8. Rosenbloom, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Miller, Mr and Mrs. F. E. 
Ridgeway, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Corman, Mrs. Leonard Downes, 
Mr. James A. Nash, Mrs. Olaf Han- 
son, Mr?. Mary Vermillion, Miss 
Georgia Pruitt, Miss Catherine 
Noland, Miss Lillian E. Anderson, 
Mrs. Thelma Higgins Heiner, Miss 
Adeline M. Tate, Mr. Fred Hill, 
Miss Sylvia Cohen, Mrs. Leonard 
Starke, Mr. Edmund F Buman, 
Miss Grace D. Ely, Mrs. Grace 
Lowe Craven, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
J. Rose, Mr. and Mrs. H. I. Antila, 
Mr. Louis P. Schulte, Mr. Thomas 
G Rippe, Mr and Mrs. Alexander 
EL Ewan, Mr. Leonard J. Stark, 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D’Onfrio, 
Mr. Theodore Chaconas, Mr. Wil-

Mr. aud Mrs. Frank Ketner (Mil- j liam P. Hill, Mr. Fred Connick, 
dred Miller), Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Mr J. D. Hospital, Mr. Victor 
J. Parker (Maud Edington), Miss | Hugo Lomonosoff, Mrs. Bessie K.
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Feast, Mr. Fred L. Tschiffely, Mr. 
and Mrs. Valentine E. Johnson, 
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Merrill, 
Miss Florence Hall, Mr. Phillip 
Slaughter, Mr. Ray Baxter, Mr. 
Percival Hall, Jr., Mr. Edward 
Lynch, Miss Dorothy 쇼gar, Mrs. 
James A. Nash, Mr. and Mrs. M. 
W. Galloway, Mrs. Reuben I. Alti- 
zer, Mr. and Mrs. John V. Wurde- 
mann, Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. 
Werdig, Miss Alice Forbes, Mrs. 
Laurence N. Surber, Dr Powrie 
Doctor, Mrs. Doctor, Mrs. Marion 
Fisher, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Allen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boswell, Mr. 
Woodrow Zimmerman, Mrs. Har­
ley Drake, Miss Esther Culverwell, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Roy Stewart.

■ —■ > —i —

WILLIAM G.JRICH

William G. Rich was born in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, 
July 1. 1868.

He entered the Kendall School, 
September 24, 1875, and was grad­
uated, June 14. 1885.

One of liis proudest possessions 
is a certificate of graduation from 
the Columbia Institution for the 
Deaf bearing the date of gradu­
ation and the signature of Edward 
Miner Gallaudet.

He began his work shortly after 
graduation and from that time on 
he has performed his duties with 
alertness and cheerfulness that has 
won for him high esteem. He holds 

the respect of all the “Kendall 
Greeners” and is a leader among 
his group in the city. e

lie thanks his many friends for 
the lovely birthday “Gift” they 
gave him on the 23rd of July, 
1944. It was a very great surprise 
to him. He enjoyed the party and 
the gift and wants everyone to 
know that he is truly appreciative.

address*to"kendall 
SCHOOL GRADUATES 

JUNE 2, 1944

By Edmund B. Boatner, Superintendent 
of the American School for the Deaf, 
Hartford, Conn.
Mr. Craig, Dr. Hall, members of 

the class of 1944, and friends of 
Kendall School:

It is a real pleasure for me to be 
here to speak to you on this oc­
casion, an occasion which, is right­
fully termed Commencement Ex­
ercises, since it denotes the com­
mencement of each member of the 
graduating class upon a larger 
scale of endeavor. It is an added 
pleasure to me because some of the 
members of the class are known to 
me. Eleven years ago this June I 
also was finishing my course at 
Gallaudet College and Kendall 
School, and at that time some of 
you were in school as very small 
children. Since then I have had 
occasion to visit the college once or 
more every year, and to some ex­
tent have been able to keep my con-
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WILLIAM G. RICH, Sr.,-、   ...
of 1718 Montello Avenue Northeast, .who was recently given $100 
by the faculty of the Gallaudet College for the deaf and dumb in 스 
D.C., in appreciation of his 50 years of service as custodian of the $ 
school. Mr. Rich was graduated from the school June 17r 1885. j 
Percival Hall, white, president of the college, made the presenta- 1 
tion address in the chapel, where the honor was conferred. Mr. ' i 
Rich resides with his wife at their Montello Avenue home. He has : 
three children: Vernon Kich, a graduate of Howard, is, business in 
New York; William Jr., who received his master’s degree from New - 

之ork University, last year, now in the government service ther으 三 
W daughter, Celestine, a graduate of Dunbar High School, who 흐___ 느오」__흐!〜쁘쁘=£뜨三亡



MLLIAM J. RICH

William J. Rich died at his home 
jp프ashington, July 27, in his 78th 
year. He had been in poor health 
since early spring and at the close 
of the school year, he retired as jani­
tor of the Kendall School, a position 
he had filled faithfully and well for 
60 years.

*‘Rieli’\ as he was affectionately 
known, was one of the oldest living' 
graduates of the Kendall School. 
He was born July 1, 1868 and en­
tered school in the fall of 1875. At 
that time Negro children who were 
deaf attended this school. He was 
graduated in 1885. One 6호 his 
proudest possessions was the dip- 
ploma bearing the date of his grad­
uation and the signature of 
Edward Miner Gallaudet.

"“Ilall eougratulated “Ilich” upon 
his more than 50 years of efficient

1 service. A government bond was 
presented to him and the good 
wishes of his friends, young and 
old, were expressed. Again, in 1944, 
an alumni picnic was held to honor 
“Rich” on his 76th birthday. A 
large group of alumni and teachera 
attended. •

Mt. Rich is survived by <his 
widow, a daughter and two sons. 
The sympathy of all who knew him 
is extended to them.

He began his work shortly after 
graduation and from that time un­
til his retirement he performed his 
duties with ap. alertness and cheer­
fulness that won him the highest 
esteem of all who knew him. He was 
a leader among his group in the city 
and his opinion was respected by the 
hundreds of pupils who attended 
the school while he was employed 
here.

In June of 1937 a special chapel 
exercise was held and Dr. Percival

之。〈느'）仁M太 
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