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Dear Friks\d:

. | ani receiving letters daily, asking for astafetnént ¢fthe particular circtinstan-
ties attending- thé death of my husband, Dr.P. H.SkinfEr, and of the fate of our School for Colored
Deaf, Duhiband Blind;' and the little paper we published, viz, “ The Mute and the Blind.,i "These
letters'and inquiries are so urgent and numerous, that it is utterly impossible for ine t0 answer them
by written létters te each, and | have therefore iésolVed to attempt to answer by a printed letter ad®
dressed to all, pi which | will try to give you a brief but correct statement of all the essential facts ih
the casé.

Dr, Skinner. was taken :seriously ill: on the 25th day of. Degember last, and after much, suffering
died, on the, 1st of January, 1866. His disease was pot named to me-py his physicians. On the morn-
ing of the day he.died, hisphysician pronounced him better, and | was encouraged to believe,he would
recover. But spon after, lie 'became worse, and died about an hour after his physician left him. He
was conscious to his last moments, and died happy, leaving the brightest evidence that he had a full
assurance of entering that immortal life, where thé blind can all see clearly, and the deaf and dumb
Caii both hear and Speak distinctly. Among his'last words he"expressed an earnest wish and prayer
that some one might be raised up to take his place and continue the' School and Paper, and thus care
for thé unfortunate ones,for whom he had given his life. .

Previous to his death, we had issued an earnest, appeal to our friends for contributions to help pay
the heavy debts incurred by purchasing the land, and building a House and Barn thereon. In answer
to that appeal, we received sufficient money to pay pff all claims that were due, or pressing for imme-
diate payment. Encouraged by this response of our friends, pur llousé and Barn being sufficiently
completed to permit us to occupy them in all their parts ; Our pressing debts being thus paid, and, bet-
ter than all, thé persecutions and slanders of our opposera havingseemingly Ceased fora time, w6 there-

fore' felt that Our Opportunity fot greater usefulness had Conte, and We had resolved on taking art addi-
tions! number of pupils in out School during the year 1866, and were making our arrangements accord-
ingly. *Justit this time the sickness and death of my husband occurred, and frustrated all our plans
and designs.-, ; $ He oo Gy

What to dii the'ri I (lid not know. I, tried to think pikdtiié one who had the ability and would make
the Sacrifice, fp undertake’the work with mej 'find most earnestly did1l pray that Hod would raise! up
some odhfefor the pjacé'.;" But ho ohé coula bé found; and thén tny friéiids and adS/isérs at Trenton, said;
“you had better send your pupils to their homes, and go yourself to your friends, and rest cl~/éar.Tr This
seemed to be-my only alternative,'and | cbommencedto plan accordingly about thé 10th of January.

About One wdek after Dit: SlcinneRs death«; i'Sénta small printed rtotiée to most; of our friertd'S
and subscribers, in which J aiskeg for help to pay up;our débts,, thinking atid hoping that within ohe
year | might bé able to pay offall Claims agaihkt the institution, rest myselfand 'find Sohie one Compé-
tent and willing, to undertake with ine to open the SchbOFagaih; In answer to this féqueSt,’keVéral
friends have sent meismalbsums of money which haVe helped me Wery much in my présent afflictions
and necessities. And to all such as have thus kindly remembered me, | wish here t0 tender my most
sincere thanks, and wish them to accept this as my acknowledgment of their donations; in place of a
personal letter to each, or a published list as we formerly gave in the Mute and the Blind.

. - Ab(*utfhe last,of: January, T had “entrp.ILpuE pupilstotheir homes (but three,, viz,: one blind girl,
one deafand dumb girl, and a deafand dumb young man. | then left the young pian in the. care of
filir buildings and started with the two girls for Corning, Nt Y., where | hopéd to find a friend to take
the girls to their homes. . Before | had sent the girls on from Corning, a letter overtook me informing
me that on the night of the 3rd day after | left, our House was burned, and soon after the arrival of the
letter, the young man | leftin care of the buildings came in, and confirmed the sad intelligence of the
letter. | then learned from him that at about 12 o’clock in the night of February 3rd, he was aroused



from sleep by a shock and the smell of powder, and found the House so fully on fire, that he could save
nothing therefrom, but barely escaped with his life, by jumping from a window.

I immediately sent this young man and the girls to their homes, and then took a friend with meto
Trenton. From the best information | could gather there, I must believe that the statements of the
young man are true, and conclude the fire was the work of someyvile wretch of an incendiary, as is the
opinion of the neighbors in the vicinity. My friends can easily understand that my afflictions and be-
reavement were much increased when | was compelled to look upon the., ruins of a home, which 1
hoped to see remain during my life-time at least, and one that was indeed a beautiful monument oi
the contributions of many valued friends, and the industry and economy of my dear husband and the
deafand dumb and blind colored ones who assisted in erecting it. And my sorrow an'd poverty were
still further increased when | found that all the valuable furniture, books, jtools and apparatus for the
use of the School were destroyed with the building. Now all there is left of the whole is the ten acres
ofland and the Barn on it. On this there are claims as follows: a bond and mortgage to the amount
of four hundred and fifty dollars, due bn the 1st of October next; and claims for materials furnished for
the buildings to the amount of about four hundred dollars more, which mustbe paid on orby the 1st
of January next. Unless these claims are paid the place must be sold to pay them.

What money | have received is nearly all spent, in the funeral expensb%of my husband, sending
the children to their homes, and'in settling the small bills and accounts that were out against us, and
must be paid. Now | have no way of earning money, and the only hope I can have of saving the
place from a sacrifice to pay these claims, is in the kindness and generosity of those kind friends who
have so long adhered to and supported our school heretofore, and | hope they will assist me in saving
this property.

To those who have recently subscribed and paid for the Mute and the Blind, I must say, | am sorry
that we cannot furnish you with the Paper as you expected and we designed to do, but you will see by
the-explanations in this letter-that it is by misfortunes that we could not control or avoid, that we are
rendered unable to do it, and by the same misfortunes we are unable to return your money to you, and
may | not ask you to consent that the money you sent for the paper may be appropriated to pay the
debts against the place.

I am asked by many, “ How willyou and your child be supported?”” My answer is this, my hus-
band undertook the cause of. the poorest and most unfortunate class in the world, and trusted in God
for help. God undoubtedly put it into the hearts of many good people, to send him the necessary tem-

poral aid to carry on the good work, until he succeeded in it beyond the expectations of his most san-
guine friends.

Now | believe that the same kind Father still rules in Heaven and on earth, and | can still trust
in Him, and believe that the kind friends who rendered my husband somuch aid in the cause in which
he sacrificed his life, will not allow one who has tried to be his faithful helpmate, to go suffering, or in
want, nor his child to go entirely portionless® My faith is strong in God, and though He suffers me to
he afflicted for a season, He will still care for me.

As to what | shall do, | can only say, | shall be ready and willing to teach the poor colored deaf
and.dumb, and blind, orany others so far as | am capable, as soon as | shall be rested from the severe
labors and afflictions of the last two months, if the opportunity and means are offered, or do anything
that under God, my friends shall advise.

I shall be glad to hear from all. Please direct all communications designed for me, or as for the
Mute and the Blind, to me at

Pc'. -rie-{/
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