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OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

Room 2, *464 IvA. Ave., N. W.

caf/a
B. PICKMAN MANN,

Secretary.

HERBERT W. LEWIS,
Agent*.

0 . -̂0., Oct. 12th, 1894.S&Ç

Prof. E. M. Gallaudet,

Colombia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb,

Kendall Green, Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: -

Your communication o f October 11th in regard to Mrs. 

Broun and her daughter has just reached me. Under ordinary circum

stances, I think i t  would be safe and ju stifiab le  for an o ffic ia l  

body, such as the Board o f Children's Guardians, is, to place such 

a child as Mrs. Broun’s daughter in an institution, at public ex

pens«, even although the appropriation for the support o f such work 

might be as inadequate as ours is at the present time.

It is , probably* within your knowledge, however, that this 

Board has been involved in a struggle for its  existence which is  

not yet terminated, and that there are certain interests in the 

District antagonistic to it  and which lead very many really good 

people to desire to see it  crippled or abolished. In view o f these 

facts, i t  is  my jud^nent that we absolutely must keep strictly  

within the lines o f what is  known to be permitted, and in regard



to which there can be no question. I am exceedingly sorry that the 

provision for the care of feeble-minded children has been in its  

present unsatisfactory condition throughout the year, and I assure 

you that the Board w ill  make use o f the very firs t  opportunity to 

have the law so adjusted that these people can be provided for as 

they should be.

Your kind o ffe r of assistance in such an effort w ill  be ac

cepted, for we know that your long connection with such cases in

the District w ill give your expressions upon the subj ect a weight 

and influence not to be expected o f any member of the Board o f 

Children's Guardians.

I do not think that we can do anything with this case until 

some new legislation  is  had. I w il l  lay the matter again before 

our Executive Comnittee and i f  any way can be devised, by the Com

mittee, whereby this and other urgent cases can be provided for, at

present, I w il l  comnunicate with you further.

Thanking you for youriInterest in these matters, and o ffe r o f

assistance,
Very truly yours,

Agent, B. C. G*









SIMON WOLF, '  B. PICKMAN MANN,
President.

MARY L. D. MACFARLAND, HERBERT W. LEWIS,
V ice-P resident. Agent.

spirala of ©MXArm’s ©imvdiatis
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

■464 Louisiana Ave., N. W.

Q. ^„Dec. la , 1894 , séç

Dr. E. M. Gallaudet

President, Columbia Institute for the Deaf,

Kendall Green, D. C

Dear S ir i-

A p 1*0 vi so has been proposed to the D istrict Appropria—

tion B il l  in which an appropriation is to be made for the mainte

nance of feeble-minded children, by the terns of which this Board 

■ycill be authorized to receive such children upon commitments made 

by the Police Court, the Criminal Court or Orphans Court o f the 

District, and power given to these courts to commit such children. 

I f ,  in your judgment, this w il l  be a wise and proper manner in 

which to take up such cases, I would be glad to have you address 

a le tte r to Hon. J. M. Williams, Chairman of the House Sub-Commit

tee on Appropriations, setting forth your views in the matter, or, 

better s t i l l ,  call upon him and other members o f the Committee and

urge the approval of the proviso.

Hoping that you w ill see your way clear to assist us in this

Very truly yours

Agent, B. C. G

matter, I am



* 3 ot>s

MMW

Institute for the i t t f  f i t  the BWL
LA R S  M. LARSO N , Superintendent.
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