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OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF STATE CHARITIES,

12, STATE HOUSE,

<$>0x1 on, ^ ¡iza u ii 2, ^¿Ss.

Our attention has lately been called to the importance of some 

organization in the United States, both local and national, whose 
object shall be the discussion of those questions relating to the 
Sanitary Condition of the People, the Relief, Employment, and 
Education of the Poor, the Prevention of Crime, the Amelioration 
of the Criminal Law, the Discipline of Prisons, the Remedial 

Treatment of the Insane, and those numerous matters of statistical 
and philanthropic interest which are included under the general 

head of “ Social Science.” An association for the consideration of 
these questions has existed in Great Britain for several years, 
including among its members many of the most eminent philanthro­
pists and statistical writers of that country. Its published proceed­

ings have been of great service to England and to the world.
Some gentlemen of this city, during the present year, have 

taken steps to organize such a society for Massachusetts, and will 
hold a public meeting here on the first Wednesday of October, 
1865, at 10 o’clock, a. m., at which the general objects of such an 
organization will be announced, and papers will be read on special 
topics. We are so thoroughly convinced of the value of such an

D ea r  S ir , •
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organization, that, at the request of the gentlemen interested, we 
take the liberty of inviting you to be present at that time, and to 

give us the benefit of your counsel as to the proposed work of the 
Social Science League.

It has been suggested that a local society should be established 
in every State in which there shall be sufficient interest taken, and 

that these societies shall all be represented, annually, in a National 
Convention of the League, the proceedings of which shall be 
published, along with such contributions from the local societies as 
may be selected.

I f  unable to attend the proposed meeting, would you be so good 
as to favor us with your views, by letter, concerning this plan, and 
in general, in regard to the whole subject, in which, from your 
known reputation, you are believed to take an interest?

NATHAN ALLEN, Lowell.

EDWARD EARLE, Worcester.

H. B. W HEELW RIGHT, Taunton.

F. B. SANBORN, Concord.

THEODORE METCALF, Boston.

J. C. BLAISDELL, F all R iver.

S. G. HOWE, Boston.

M embers o r  th e  B oard of 
State Ch a r ities .
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