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P E L L E T IE R ’S

BETON &

THE COMING PAYEMENT.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

O ctober  if 1876.



A

TESTIM ONIALS OE THE PRESS.

From the “ Morning Chronicle” of September 21st, 1876:
The contract to pave a portion of the east side of the Capitol grounds was 

awarded yesterday to Captain A. Pelletier, to be laid in accordance with his 
patent, known as the “ Pelletier Beton,”'so  well and favorably prized f 
building purposes. This well-deserved compliment to home genius will, 
we aresatisfied, result in giving a splendid piece of workmanship and a 
pavement that will command the favorable-attention of our citizens,

From the “ Daily Republican,” September 24th, 1876:

TH E CAPITOL PA V EM EN T.
The contract to pave that portion of the Capitol grounds northeast of the 

Capitol was awarded yesterday to Captain A. Pelletier, to be laid in accord 
ance with his patent known as the “ Pelletier Beton.” Captain Pelletier s 
«Beton” has been used in our city for building purposes for years, and has 
given universal satisfaction.

From “ Forney’s Sunday Chronicle,” September 24th, 1876:

TH E COMING PAV EM EN T.
Mr. A. Pelletier has been awarded a contract to lay  about two thousand 

yards of his celebrated Beton pavement on a piece of roadway leading o 
the Senate wing of the Gapitol.

Without any disparagement of any other worker in concrete pavements, 
Mr. Pelletier can be safely put down as one of the most successful exper s 
in the country, having had large and varied experience in the business for 
many years in Europe, and since his residence in this country has received 
testimonials from many of our leading scientists, ap well as influential jour
nals, complimentary of the superiority of his Beton stone, which, m addition
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to its adaptability for roadways, is ®Sj extensively used ¡ 1  building pur
poses In the piece he proposes to lay on the north front of the Capitol he

a pie6e of'w m  ^ edurability of concrete pavements when laid by men who understand, ds he
does, their business. As the best test of th9 pudding is to eat it, we are 
wi mg to submit Mr. Pelletier's process to the test of time, satisfied that it 
will bear out its foreign and American reputation, and when ohce fairly m- 
roduced in this city, it will be without a rival, and few, if any, to equal it.

From the New York Times, Oct. 3 ,1876:

“ l ht  Rf dway 0n thè Èftst o* ‘he Oàpitòi at Washington is being 
paved by Capt. Pelletier, under his system known in Europe as the ‘Pelle

‘ A.1" ! T v  a r ' " !  ‘POnIand’’ ° r ‘Lffie °f  ■  hydraulic base, with an 
Asphalt Metahc Top,’ and great expectations are' indulged in, as to its

beauty -durability, and adaptability as a pavement. The well known char- 
acter of its.nventor, gives it strength in the confidence of the citizens of the 
Capital. We Mópé soon to see ft intròduòèd bèrel” v

REPORT OF JURORS.

To the B oard o f Com m issioners o f the F ifth  
C incinnati In d u str ia l E xposition :

Gentlemen: The undersigned jurors, appointed by the Cincinnati Indus
trial Exposition to examine and report upon the Beton artificial'stone exhib
ited by Antonio Pelletier, would respectfully make the following report-;

That we have made full an examination of the saihelas the time given us> 
would admit of. We have examined it in regard to its: behavior with chemi- 
cal agents, so as to satisfy ourselves as touts composition, and its1 ability to . 
stand the cduditions to which it may be'exposed in use; or the construction 
of buildings and-other purposes thM briek and stone enters1 in to'the construc
tion of. We would report that we find' the Beton artificial stone, from its 
composition and behavior under the tests we have, submitted'if to, an excel
lent substitute for natural stone and- brick; and one that will improve in
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strength by age and exposure to atmospheric influences, consequent to 
chemical changes and caused by it.

We would also report that we consider it a valuable material for purposes 
named, and a more economical one than either stone or brick, and that orn
aments and ornamental structures, may be constructed from it not possible 
(from extreme cost) with stone or brick, and therefore respectfully recom
mend that the highest medal be awarded to him.

Respectfully,
E. S. W A Y N E.
A. FE N N A L .

From “ Forney’s Sunday Chronicle,” Nov. 5, 1876:

OUR CONCRETE PAVEM ENTS.

Great Headway Made on Pennsylvania Avenue—An Excellent Pave
ment at the Capitol,

The favorable weather of the last few weeks has given a splendid chance 
to contractors for laying concrete pavements. On Pennsylvania avenue they 
have made great headway, and unless interrupted by cold, freezing weather, 
both sides of the Avenue will be finished from First to Fifteenth streets be
fore the meeting of Congress, which will be an agreeable surprise to every
body.

The'Grahamite pavement appears to be winning favor, from the fact that 
great pains are taken'to lay it and to give it a presentable appearance, and 
some of our experts say that it will fully come up to the expectations of its 
friends. We are glad of this, and that the property-holders are really going 
to get a good, substantial pavement, and that the experiment will be a suc
cess. The criticism to which it has been subjected will turn out to have been a 
good service, and excited a pride to make a good job, while an indifferent 
course on the part of the “ press” would have proved injurious.

The Neufchatel pavement is finished on the north side, from First to Sixth 
streets, and whatever merit its friends claim for it, the judgment of the pub
lic appears to be against it for various reasons—its surface being too smooth! 
dangerous to fast driving in wet weather, and the material too brittle to stand 
the enormous traffic of the Avenue. Time, however, must decide, and if 
this test demonstrates its durability its reputation will be fixed.

The best concrete pavements, by all odds, are those being laid on the north

4

Ô

and south sides of the hill leading to the Capitol, and the short piece of 
2,000 yards on the carriage-way leading to the Capitol on the north side. 
The piece on the south hill, laid by Jonathan Taylor, has one of the best 
surface finishings we ever saw, and all through is a very creditable job, and 
that will bear the closest examination. Without the slightest intention of 
being invidious, we are free to say that the short piece of 2,000 yards on the 
top of the hill leading to the north side of the Capitol, and laid by Captain 
Pelletier, is by far the best prepared concrete pavement in thé District, and 
so pronounced by experts. The secret of this pavement consists in the 
proper combination of the ingredients and the preparation of a suitable 
foundation, which latter quality, after all, makes up the real merit of all 
good concrete pavements, and if both foundation and top surface are pre
pared under the Pelletier process, the true secret of durability is accom
plished. This, we believe, has been reached in the specimen laid on Capi
tol Hill, and from all we can learn is the judgment of the commission now 
in charge of the pavement on Pennsylvania avenue. For the Beton pave
ment we predicta future that few, if any, will be able to outrival, and if con
tinued under the management of Captain Pelletier, it will never fail to give 
satisfaction wherever it is laid.

From “ Forney’s Sunday Chronicle,” December 10th, 1876: 

CONCRETE PAVEM ENTS.
There is no disputing the fact that this city affords the best test for con

crete pavements in the country, and while we are free to admit there have 
been many failures practised here—and, to our shame be it said, some of 
them are encouraged even at this late day, in the face of an experience that 
should have taught us better—it is not our purpose to go into an enumera
tion of either the best or the worst concrete pavement in this District, except
ing for the purpose of calling the attention of strangers now in this city to a 
very fine specimen of about two thousand yards on a roadway leading to fhe 
Senate wing of the Capitol, laid by Captain Pelletier, under his system, known 
in Europe as the Beton Stone, with a pure Portland, or lime of Tiel, hydrau
lic base, covered with an asphalt metalie top. The combinations of this 
concrete are pronounced by experts, and among them the present commis
sioners of the Avenue pavement, as of the very best, and, to use their own 
language, “ admirably fitted for the purpose of a pavement foundation” 
The great merit of the Pelletier pavement is in the durability of its founda-
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tioD, a secret that appears to belong exclusively to the Captain, and that,- 
with other connretesj is one of the difficult*points to overcome, and the reason 
why so few of the mi have stood the test of years of w fear and tear.

Parties, therefore,- in'search of a durable concrete pavément should in all 
cases make the base, or fdundation, the point of examination, and thiâ set
tled, the top covering is easily provided.1 The' Pèllétiér pavement, however, 
combines merit' in both>tOp and basé, and is the Reason why it is bound', in 
time, to take ‘precedence over all others1 In making up this opinion we do 
not wish to be »considered as at all irividinOiià’ or in atfy sense as intending 
to disparage »other established concretes,* but, like everything else in thé 
market, there! is a  difference in favor of one or the other, so in this case we 
have no hesitation in pronouncing the Pelletier process as one of the best in 
the country,, and, if properly treated, will stand tb’e test of time as long a 
any now, or that may hereafter be, put in use;-

ENDORSEM ENT OP TH E BOARD OP E N G IN EER S  
TO R E PA IR  P E N N SY L V A N IA  A V EN U E.

Capitol op the United S tates,
Office of Commission to Repave Pennsylvania Avenue,

Major General H. G. WRIGHT, 
Engineer Corps, U. S. A ., Prest.
Major General Q. A. GILMORE, 

Engineer Corps, ff| $. A.

r '■ ' ' . •
I Commission appointed by Act of Con- 
I gress approved July 19, 1876.

No. 113.
EDWARD CLARK, E sq., • 

Architect of Capitol of United States. .
WashInqton, D. 0., September 6, 1876.

Mr. Antonio P elletier,

No. 11-0.8 Sixth Street, N. W.
Sir : In reply to your communication asking for an expression of opinion, 

in regard to the merits of. your pavement haying an “ Hydraulic Beton 
Base;:’ I have to say that the “ Beton ” in thespec im en  ” presented by 
you ¡3 regarded by this Commission as being of excellent quality, and ad
mirably fitted.for the purpose of a pavement foundation.

.Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H; G. WRIGHT,

Bvt. Major General, U. Si ArmyPresident of Commission.

y%
.7

Ofeioe of S enate Com. DisTRiOT of Columbia,
Washington, D. C., Sept. 18, 1876.

A. Pelletier, Esq. :
Dear S ir :

I cheerfully endorse the recommendation of the “ Commission ” appointed 
by Congress to re-pave Pennsylvania avenue, in regard to your “Beton,” and 
take pleasure in bearing testimony to the great worth of your system of 
“ Artificial Stone ” in use in Building Fronts. The buildings on 7th street, 
and Grant Place are monuments of your skill. Your “ Beton Stone,” em
bodying as it does durability with cheapness, recommends it in,all instances 
where Stone is necessary.

As to your “ Pavement Beton," I most unhesitatingly believe it the Coming 
Pavement.

Very respectfully,
CEO. E, SPENCER, , ,

Chairman Senate Com. Diet. Col.

Office of Superintendent of Repairs of Public Buildings,
U. S. P ost Office and Court-House,

Broadway, New York, July 20, 1875.
Messrs. Abrams, Amerine & Go.,

608 Pine street, St. Louis, Mo.:
Replying to your letter of the 15th instant asking for information in re

gard to the durability and cost of the Pelletier Patent Pavement around this 
building, I would say that the Pavement has stood the changes of winter 
and.spring very well, showing but few marks of disintegration, (caused 
chiefly by mechanical action,) and I think that the Pelletier Patent Pavement, 
properly laid, is the best I have seen.

The cost of the Pave.ment around this building w as----- cents per square
foot.

Very respectfully,
W. G. STEINMETS,

Superintendent Architect.
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A m a A ^ I a cJUvX aaJ )  U U

C 'mIX) /\Jbaji! cLaX

(jU u ^ U ^ n 4a a J

Q j^ u iiy

c # £ / s «lU  y \V <

I
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REPORT AND PLAN OF ADJUSTMENT
OF THE

DEBT OF THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA.

To the Commission to adjust the City Debt :
Your Committee to whom was assigned the duty of preparing business for your consideration, respect

fully report as follow s:
After carefully considering and discussing the financial condition of the city, its debt and its resources

of every description, your committee are of the unanimous opinion :

1st. That the city of Alexandria is able to pay the interest on fifty cents in the dollar of its present

indebtedness and no more.
2nd. That the reduction of the debt, by scaling it one half, is preferable to reducing the interest to three 

per cent, on the whole debt.
3rd. That to accomplish the desirable result of reducing the debt to an amount the interest on which the 

city can promptly pay, and the principal it may ultimately redeem, it is necessary to recognize the fact that 

the bond holcjers have rights in this matter as well as the city. That iii return tor, and in order to induce 

concessions on their part, advantageous terms must be olfered to the bondholders, making it to their interest 

to accept a compromise.
Your Committee believe, therefore, that an act the most stringent and binding in its terms, a security 

that shall place it within the power of the bondholders to enforce promptly and speedily the payment of the 

interest, shoujd there be default in its-payment, should be passed by the Legislature of Virginia and the City 

Council of Alexandria.
In pursuance of these views, your Committee report the following recommendations and plan of adjust

ment, to be offered to the' bondholders at the meeting to be held in October.

1st. Scale the whole debt of the city at fifty cents in the dollar, and issue new bonds at that rate, taking  

up and destroying the old evidences of debt.
2nd. Let the bonds thus issued be coupon bonds, payable thirty years after date, or at the pleasure of the 

City Council.
3rd. The coupons to express on their face, that they are receivable at and after maturity, at their face 

value, in payment of all taxes, licenses, fines, dues, demands or gas bills, and to be upon the same 

footing in these particulars, with current funds.
4th. The bonds and coupons to express on their face, that they are not taxable by the city of A lexan

dria, whether held or owned by residents or non-residents of the city.



5th. A ll the revenues derived from the public property to be pledged for the prompt payment of the in

terest on the municipal debt, and to be used for no other purpose. And all moneys realized from the sale of 

public property shall be applied exclusively to the absorption by purchase of the new Compromise Bonds 

which bonds shall be at once cancelled and destroyed by the Finance Committee of the City Council.

6th. A  contract to be embodied in the act, and ordinance, that the city will by taxation, raise the differ

ence between the revenues derived from the municipal property, and the amount o f interest.

7th. A  sinking Fund tq be created and a tax of------------- to be annually levied and sacredly applied to
the extinguishment of the debt.

8th. Power to be conferred on the Circuit and Corporation Courts o f the city of Alexandria or any State 

Court naving general jurisdiction in said city or the judges thereof in vacation, should default be made for 

thirty days in the payment of the interest, or any part thereof, upon the joint application of the bondholders 

or any one or more of them, to compel the city council by mandamus, to levy and at once collect a tax suffi

cient to meet the interest due, and to pay the interest due at once. In event of the City Council failing to 

levy and collect the tax aforesaid, after the mandamus shall have been served upon it for thirty days, or in 

the event of there being no power in existence to levy and collect the tax then the Circuit or Corporation 

Courts or other State Courts of general jurisdiction in said city, or the Judges thereof in vacation, to have 

power to levy the tax above provided for, and to appoint a Commissioner to collect it.

Your committee recommend' the. adoption of this plan. They believe it to be one eminently just to the 

bondholder, and creditable to the city in its depressed financial condition, 5 The debt is stated by the Auditor 

to be $1 ,158 ,249; less the sinking fund, $1 ,068 ,349 .90; were the debt scaled fifty cents in the dollar, it would 

amount to $534,174.95, the annual interest on which would be $32 ,050 .49 .' This amount the city can pay by 
rigid economy in municipal affairs.

To effect such an adjustment of the debt as is outlined in this report, needs not only the exertion of the  

Commission but the hearty co-operation o f every citizen; it is not to be believed that there is in our midst 

one so unpatriotic, so lost to his own interest as to refuse assistance both by word and deed to the accomplish

ment of a result so necessary if  ever again there is to be prosperity in the city.

Respectfully submitted,

H U G H  LA TH A M ,  ̂
C H A R LES E. STU A R T, 
WM. F. CARNE,
ISA A C  EIC H BER G ,
lew is  Mc k e n z i e , J

Committee.

Alexandria,Virginia, August 25, 1877.

CIRCULAR.
To the Bondholders and Creditors of the City of Alexandria, Virginia :

Experience having demonstrated that the city of Alexandria is utterly unable to pay the interest on the 

Municipal Debt, and that arrears of interest are rapidly accumulating, the City Council of Alexandria, actuated 

by a desire to deal fairly with its creditors, has appointed a Committee to call a meeting of its creditors, and 

if  possible to so adjust the debt, that it will be within the compass of the city’s ability to promptly pay the 

interest and at the same time to create a fund that will eventually discharge the principal. A  copy of the 

plan of adjustment proposed by the Committee is herewith furnished you. You are respectfully requested to 

meet the Committee so appointed on the third Thursday in October next, that being the 18th of October, 1877, 

at the Market Building, in the City of Alexandria at 12 o’clock m. I f  not able to be present in person, you 

are requested to commission some reliable person to act as your proxy. You are also requested to communi

cate with the Committee as speedily as possible your views on the enclosed plan of adjustment.

Very Respectfully,
K. K EM PER, Mayor. 
C H A R LES E. STU A R T, 
H EN R Y  ST R A U SS,
M. B . HARLOW , . 
RO BER T PO R TN ER ,

Ì

- Committee.

Alexandria, Virginia, August 25, 1877.
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